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Principal’s Message by Jennifer Tousignant
Dear Families,

Happy New Year!  I hope you had a wonderfully magical holiday 
season with your child!  

We are already starting to plan for the 2018-19 school year and the 
first item on our agenda is Kindergarten Registration! Please call the 
office to let us know if you have a child eligible to enter kindergarten 
this fall.   All children who turn five years old before January 1, 2019 
are kindergarten eligible.  Our Kindergarten Orientation for parents 
will be on Wednesday, March 28 at 6:30 in our Media Center.  
Please pass this information on to friends or neighbors who have 
little ones!   

Please join us at a parent presentation on Anxiety on Wednesday, 
January 10 from 6:30-8:30 at JWMS.  Alicia Farrell, PhD will be 
presenting Anxiety, The Monster Among Us.  She will share 
information and tips on how to provide support  when children have 
anxious feelings and thoughts.  I hope to see you there.

Have a great start to 2018! ~Jenn 2

Important Dates and Events:

● Tuesday, January 9: PTO Meeting at 6:30 pm
● Wednesday, January 10:  Anxiety, The 

Monster Among Us (parent event) 6:30 pm 
JWMS 

● Thursday, January 11: EES BOE at 7:00 
● Friday, January 12: Early Dismissal at 1:00 pm 
● Monday, January 15: Martin Luther King, Jr., 

Day - No School
● Wednesday, January 17: 6th Grade Parent 

Information Night at JWMS at 6:30 pm
● Thursday, January 18: PTO Cultural Arts 

Program: PUSH at 9:30 in the cafeteria
● Monday, January 29: Author/Illustrator Visit 

with Jarrett J. Krosoczka



News From 3rd Grade
After spending a significant amount of time studying plant and 
animal adaptations in science, third graders are beginning to 
focus on states and phases of matter. They will be discovering a 
variety of ways in which matter can be classified by its physical 
properties.
We launched our study by reading Snowflake Bentley, 
and have even made our own snowflakes out of crystals by 
mixing a liquid (boiling water) with  
a solid (borax) for homemade 
holiday gifts. Students were 
excited to watch the changes
 in matter and surprised to see 
how their hypotheses were 
proven or disproven. 

Important Note:
Throughout the year, students will have many 
opportunities to create projects using technology. In 
order to efficiently complete the projects, students 
need to improve their word processing skills. We 
expect third graders to practice typing at home 
20-30 minutes each week using Typing Pal. Every 
student has a Typing Pal account and has practiced 
logging on at school. Thank you for your support!
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Winter Holidays Around the World
First Grade News

      The first grade students have been busy learning about 
various winter holidays celebrated by people all around the 
world!  The students visited each of the three first grade 
classrooms to learn about 6 different winter holidays that are 
celebrated throughout the months of December and January.  
They read books, watched informational videos, played 
games and made crafts for each holiday they learned about.  

        Mrs. Kluz taught the first graders about Christmas and 
then shared with them the significance of Chinese New Year.  
Mrs. Parakilas shared information about the Mexican holiday, 
Las Posadas and then had them color candles on a Kinara 
while learning about the the holiday of Kwanzaa.  Mrs. 
O’Connor had the first graders play the dreidel game after 
learning about Hanukkah and then she taught them about 
Saint Lucia Day, a holiday celebrated in the country of 
Sweden.
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   It was a wonderful opportunity for the children to learn how 
other people around the world celebrate the holiday season.  
They looked at and discussed the differences and similarities 
between these holidays and came away with an appreciation 
for others’ celebrations and beliefs.  

  We hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season! 



Mathematics Update: A Look at Number Corner

This year one component of our math instructions in grades K-5 is 
Number Corner.  This is a skill-building program that revolves 
around the classroom calendar, providing daily practice as well as 
continual encounters with broader mathematical concepts in 15–20 
minutes of engaging instruction. One part of Number Corner each 
month is the Calendar Grid workout features a unique set of 
markers (a card for each day of the month). The markers create 
multiple patterns related to a particular concept or skill, such as 
solving for the unknown, decomposing and composing shapes into 
fractional parts, combinations to 5, 10, and 20, place value and 
telling time. Each day, a student helper reveals the new marker and 
adds it to the Calendar Grid pocket chart, gradually assembling a 
complete calendar for each month. Students develop algebraic 
thinking skills as they make predictions and generalizations about 
the markers. As the month progresses, students begin to look for 
and make use of structure in repeating, growing, and number 
patterns, and they work with the teacher to record these 
observations on the Calendar Grid Observations Chart. They also 
learn the names of the months and days of the week, their 
abbreviations, and how to say and write the date.  Here is one 
example of a  completed Number Corner Calendar Grid from fourth 
grade.  Can you find the patterns that our students uncovered over 
the course of the month? 
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Problem of the Month: Can you balance the scale?
Level A:

Level B:
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Can you help? The following household items are 
needed to support upcoming problems and 
investigations in our K-5 classrooms.  Empty yogurt 
containers (8oz or 10oz)

● Paper grocery store bags
● Plastic scoop (laundry detergent)
● Empty containers in the following customary 

units: 1 cup, half cup, half-gallon, gallon, 
2-quarts, 1-quart, pint, 1oz.

● Empty containers in the following metric 
units: 1-liter, 2-liter, 50ml (travel shampoo, 
lotion)



Creating CHANGE with CHANGE
Our Change for Change Drive was a huge 

success!!

Students raised money towards the Fuel Assistance 
Program and the Townwide Holiday Goodwill Program. 
Fuel Assistance is a foundation to help people heat their 
houses in the winter. Goodwill is a program that 
provides assistance for families over the holidays.

It’s so amazing the difference we can make 
when we all work together to Be the Change!
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Art Room News
By nature, the Art Room is a natural 
environment to cultivate and nurture 

critical thinking and creativity!  All of our 
students have been exercising these 

skills while focusing on their grade level 
art theme this year!

Sixth Grade - Unity and Composition
Fifth Grade - Human Figure and Action

Fourth Grade - Optical Illusions
Third Grade - Art and Nature Together
Second Grade - Unexpected Materials

First Grade - Artists and Their Work
Kindergarten - Expressing Self in Art

Don’t Forget!
Second Annual Evening of the Arts

Thursday, May 3, 2018



Author/Illustrator Visit by Jarrett J. Krosoczka
 on Monday, January 29! 

Jarrett J. Krosoczka, author and illustrator of more than 36 books, will be spending the day at EES on Monday, January 29.                                                         
Jarrett is the author of the wildly popular Lunch Lady graphic novel series, Star Wars Jedi Academy - A New Class, as well as 
numerous picture books and middle grade novels. He will be here to share his experiences as an author and illustrator and how the 
creative process works. Each classroom will be receiving some of his books to pre-read before the event. The day will kick off with an 
all school assembly, which will be followed by grade-level focused workshops in the media center.

Images from Jarrett’s website http://www.studiojjk.com/. Visit to learn more about the author/illustrator and his books.

An order form will be coming home to purchase books to be autographed. 
Students may also bring in books from home to be autographed.

This event is made possible by the generosity of the EES Foundation 
in honor and memory of Paul Marden for his lifetime love of literacy and learning.

http://www.studiojjk.com/
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Building Reading Stamina
By Mrs. Doxsee, Ms. Page, and Mrs. Roussel (The Reading Team)

When it comes to reading, stamina is everything. Teach your child that having stamina for something means being able to stick with it for 
long periods of time. This stamina, or endurance, builds strength. Stamina can apply to lots of different areas, such as exercise or art. It 
especially applies to reading.

Teachers often think about a student's reading stamina. Reading stamina is a child's ability to focus and read independently for longer 
periods of time without being distracted or without distracting others. Reading stamina is something that parents can help students develop. 
Here's how:

1. Vary the way the reading is done. Parents can think about this in terms of having their child "read to self, read to someone else, 
and listen to reading." Some combination of the three should make up the reading time, especially for new or struggling readers.

2. Choose "just right" books. If your child is at a stage of being able to read alone, help him/her choose books that she/he is able to 
read independently. This means she/he should be able to decode almost every word in the book correctly and understand what was 
read. Can children read books that are above their independent level? Sure, as long as they are sharing the experience with a fluent 
reader. Students should not be reading challenging books alone. Read these books together and find places to stop and talk about 
the important events and characters. 

3. Set reasonable goals. For elementary aged readers, consider starting with 10-15 minutes of reading time, and work up from there. 
Add a few minutes to your reading time every week or so. Some parents also like to set page-based goals instead of time-based 
goals. For example, in 5th and 6th grade, students are expected to read at least 15 pages every weekday night. 

4. Celebrate progress. Celebrate finished books - even books that are short and seem easy (like graphic novels). Celebrate the time 
spent reading. Ask your child, “We learn more about ourselves as readers from every book we read. What did you learn about 
yourself from this book?” Share your progress, too. Share your favorite parts of finished books and how you’ve grown from the 
reading experience.
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